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House Health Care Committee - Telehealth work group proposal for H.723

Sec. 1. 8 V.S.A. § 4100k is amended to read:
8§ 4100k. COVERAGE OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES DELIVERED

THROUGH TELEMEDICINE

* *x *

(1) A health insurance plan shall reimburse for health care services delivered by

store-and-forward means.

(2) A health insurance plan shall not impose more than one cost-sharing

requirement on a patient for receipt of health care services delivered by store-and-forward

means. If the services would require cost-sharing under the terms of the patient’s health

insurance plan, the plan may impose the cost-sharing requirement on the services of the

originating site health care provider or of the distant site health care provider, but not

both.

(3) A health insurance plan shall not construe a patient’s receipt of services

delivered by store-and-forward means as limiting in any way the patient’s ability to

receive additional covered services from the same or a different health care provider in

person or through telemedicine for diagnosis or treatment of the same condition.

* k% %

(h) As used in this subchapter:
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(2) “Health insurance plan” means any health insurance policy or health benefit

plan offered by a health insurer, as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 9402, or by a dental insurer, as

well as Medicaid and any other public health care assistance program offered or
administered by the State or by any subdivision or instrumentality of the State. The term
does not include policies or plans providing coverage for a specified disease or other
limited benefit coverage.
* % *
(6) “Store and forward” means an asynchronous transmission of medical

information, such as one or more video clips, audio clips, still images, x-rays, magnetic

resonance imaging scans, electrocardiograms, electroencephalograms, laboratory results,

or textual materials, sent over a secure connection that complies with the requirements of

the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, Public Law 104-191 to

be reviewed at a later date by a health care provider at a distant site who is trained in the

relevant specialty and-by-which. In store and forward, the health care provider at the

distant site reviews the medical information without the patient present in real time and

communicates a care plan back to the patient or referring provider, or both.

* * *

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 9361 is amended to read:
§9361. HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS DELIVERING HEALTH CARE
SERVICES THROUGH TELEMEDICINE ORBY-STORE-AND

FORWARDB-MEANS

* * *
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(1) A patient receiving health care services by store-and-forward means shall be

informed of the patient’s right to refuse to receive services in this manner and to request

services in an alternative format, such as through real-time telemedicine or an in-person

visit.

(2) Receipt of services by store-and-forward means shall not preclude a patient

from receiving reaktime real-time telemedicine erface-te-face services or an in-person

visit with the distant site health care provider at a future date.

(3) Originating site health care providers involved in the stere-and-forward store-
and-forward process shall obtain informed consent from the patient as described in
subsection (c) of this section.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on January 1, 2021.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act relating to

telehealth”
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